
SYLLABUS 
COMS 381 Student media practicum # 23466 
Spring 2026  
Catalog:   COMS 381 - Student Media Practicum  Credits: (1-3)
Prerequisites:  COMS 130 (Introduction to communication) and either COMS 204 (News reporting), COMS 146 (Foundations of Media Production), COMS 226 (Digital imaging), or COMS 173 (Introduction to advertising or permission of instructor.  A 2.0 GPA in COMS courses and in the student’s overall course work. Experience and practical training in journalism, media production, web design or advertising while serving with Radford University student media organizations. 

Brief description 
A student media practicum provides practical experience relevant to the journalism, audio-video media production, or advertising concentrations at Radford University for those working in student media organizations, such as the student newspaper, the student video channel, the student audio streaming and podcasting group, or the advertising sales and production group. It also introduces those in other majors to the media production experience.  It is designed to integrate the student’s early media work experience with the skills and theories learned in the classroom. 
 The class is available for any student who volunteers in any Highlander Student Media, or WVRU, e-Sports media, communications in athletics, or other on-campus media production experience.  
Students may apply for one to three (1 – 3) hours of student media practicum COMS 381 per semester, as elective credit, with no more than a total of 6 semester hours counting towards graduation.      

Eligibility
Student reporters and media producers not serving in management positions may take one credit hour per semester. Student media editors, directors and managers may take up to three credit hours per semester. For all students, the upper limit of elective credit for COMS 498 independent study and COMS 381 is a total of 6 credits.  
 
Requirements: 
(a) Register for the course and check requirements on the D2L course site; 
(b) Work with your student / university media supervisor on the specific tasks to be performed, hours to be worked and meetings to be attended. This will vary with each media unit.  
(c) Turn in a brief application that describes the work to be performed, the hours to be worked, and the name and contact information of the supervisor;  
(d) Keep a regular D2L journal on the COMS 381 D2L space
(e) Provide links to published articles, and/or audio, video, pdf or URLs for all work done during the practicum; 
(f) Write a report analyzing the experience in the final weeks of the semester.  

Note: Students may be dropped from the course if they fail to keep the journal or perform work assigned by student media editors. 
Each COMS 498 or 381 credit requires at least 48 actual hours of student campus media work, meetings or training sessions during one semester, which amounts to a commitment of at least four hours per week.  
Evaluation
This is a Pass-Fail course using objective quantitative measures of articles published, ads or programs accepted for publication, overall hours worked, and training programs completed. Qualitative evaluations are the responsibility of peer reviewers and student editors. 
A student editor and/or Faculty Coordinator will verify student work hours and articles, ads or programs published or aired with the student media supervisor.     
Also, the usual prohibition against double-counting work for academic credit also applies, so that, for example, a student with a COMS or Marketing internship on campus could not count the same work towards COMS 381. 
Contact: 
Prof. Bill Kovarik, Asst. Prof. Hyeri Jung 
wkovarik@radford.edu,    hjung1@radford.edu 

